THE IRON PUDDLER

has a moral sense, he has a conscience. My
conscience has been a very present thing with
me through all my life. I am a praying man.
I never take a doubtful step until I have
prayed for guidance.

"You'll never get anywhere, Jim," fellows
have said to me, "as long as your conscience
is so darn active. To win in this world you
have got to be slick. What a man earns will
keep him poor. It's what he gains that makes
him rich.** If this is so, the nation with the
lowest morals will have the most wealth. But
the truth is just the opposite. The richest na-
tions are those that have the highest moral
sense.

But this was a great problem for a young
uneducated man. To be told by some of my
fellows that dishonesty was the only road to
wealth, and to be shown in communist docu-
ments that the capitalists of America were
stealing everything from the workers, put a
mighty problem up to me. And that's what
made me pray for guidance. I pray because
I want an answer, and when it comes I recog-
nize in it my own conscience. Praying ban-
ishes all selfish thoughts from mind, and gives
the voice of conscience a chance to he heard. |
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